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GET TO KNOW

The Framework Agreement 
on First Nation Land Management

What is the Framework Agreement?

• A government-to-government agreement signed in 1996
• Negotiatedbetween14FirstNationsandtheDepartmentofIndianAffairs
• GivesFirstNationstheoptiontowithdrawtheirreservelandsfromtheIndian Act  to 

exercise control over their lands, environment and natural resources
• SetsoutthepowerstobetransferredtotheFirstNationandisthesourceofFirstNation
landmanagementauthorities

Principles of the Framework Agreement

• InclusionofonandoffreserveFirstNations
members 

• OnceaLandCodeisratifiedbythecommunity,
thelandmanagementprovisionsoftheIndian
Act(approx.35%44sections)nolongerapply.

• FirstNationlandscontinuetobelandsreserved
forIndianswithinthemeaningofsection91(24)
oftheConstitutionAct,1867(notfeesimple
lands).

• Law making power over lands and resources

• Specialrelationshipwiththecrownisretained

• Legalstatusandcapacityclearlydefined

• Noexpropriationofreservelandsbygovernment

• Protectionoftreatyrightsoraboriginalrights

• Canadacontinuestobeliableforpreviousacts
andomissions(e.g.,settlementoflandclaims).

• A third-party interest on reserve is protected – 
untilthatinteresthasexpired(e.g.,validleases
continue)

• An individual band member’s interest is 
protected on reserve (e.g., valid CP and other 
legalinterestscontinue)

• Localdisputeresolutionmechanismsaretobe
developedtothesatisfactionoftheFirstNation
community

• Matrimonial Real Property provisions are to be 
developed by the community

• ConflictofInterestprovisionsaremandatory,
ensuringfairlandpractices

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, VISIT:  www.lfnlandcode.com

We have grown from a small group 
of 14 First Nations in 1996 to  

207 signatory First Nations                  
stretching from Vancouver 

Island to Newfoundland.


